THE PERIOD OF ACHIEVEMENT
zontal glazed bands, every window-mullion is a light constructional unit wide enough to accommodate a partition wall every six feet, providing therefore a serviceable flexibility in office accommodation. The garden restaurant at the top is sheltered by a roof constructed of steel projecting 20 feet without support for the whole extent of the two frontages. The horizontal bands of glass and polished cream travertine turn the corner without a break, and are arrested by a large vertical glass area enclosing the escape staircase and covered by a grill of chromium-plated tubes for the accommodation and limitation of illuminated signs.
It is possible to get very good views of this building. The best view for obtaining a notion of the entire design, as both fagades are clearly seen, is from the opposite side of the Potsdamerplatz near the Haus Vaterland. Rising to a height of 125 feet with its uncompromising horizontal emphasis, it has from this point a grandeur and magnificence which make it for me the most impressive modern building in Berlin. From the Leip-zigerplatz the Hermann Goringstrasse facade is seen, and it provides a very pleasing background for the trees, while SchinkePs two Greek temples, different as they are, do not appear uiharmonious. It is because both works are actuated by a fine sense of proportion.
Two further important projects occupied Mendelsohn from 1930 to 1931. He won the first prize in the competition for the main office of the Berlin Passenger Transport building. This was to occupy a triangular site fronting on Friedrichstrasse on the east, with the other sides of the triangle formed by the Spree and the station. As will be seen from the photograph of the model reproduced, the project includes a tall sixteen-story block, long and narrow, which is clasped at its base near the apex of the triangle by the spanner-like form of a much lower six-story block facing the whole Friedrichstrasse front and bridging the entrance to the courtyard. In the centre area formed by these blocks is a glass-covered swimming-pool, with a glass corridor of shower baths, curved to harmonize with the circular formation at the apex of the triangle. The ground floor is occupied by shops, the administrative offices are situated above in the long, spanner-like block and in the tall block, while restaurants and caf& are placed at points convenient for the public, the office staff, and the swimmers.
Another project at this time was the town-planning scheme at Alexanderplatz. It consists of the development of the triangular area between two of the radiating streets, and the very daring and thrilling tall circular block, bridging the streets, and really designed with the idea of completely encircling the Platz. Original and daring as it seems, this device may one day become a common feature of European cities.
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